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I am currently working as JSPS postdoctoral fellow at FIBER, Konan University. My current
research focuses on the investigation of natural riboswitch aptamer-ligand binding kinetics for
rational development of tunable aptamers for biomedical applications. Previously, I worked as
postdoctoral fellow in FIBER since April, 2012. Before joining FIBER, I obtained Ph.D. (2012)
Jfrom Kongju National University, (South Korea). I received my B.Sc. (2003) and M.Sc. (2006) in
chemistry from S.R.T.M. University, Nanded, India. Besides research I enjoy spending time with
my daughter and family. I also like to visit natural scenery places like green valleys, mountains,
lakes, ocean and wildlife. I love Japanese research and social culture and enjoy staying in this

beautiful country from last 3.5 years.

BEDFIA S
A. B. Rode et al., “Tuning riboswitch-mediated gene regulation by rational control

of aptamer ligand binding properties” , Angew. Chem. Int. Ed., 54, 905 (2015).
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I’'m Chiara, 29 years old.

I was born in Milan, the cold and cool city of the upper most italian peninsula, where I spent my
first 25 years of life and where my parents still live. At Milan University I studied Chemistry and
Pharmaceutical Technology and started my Ph.D. during which I had the opportunity to spend
a period abroad. I chose Kyoto University and from that decision my Japanese experience had
begun. In 2012 I moved to Kyoto, initially for few months. Those few months became years, I
graduated and kept working in research. Besides from research I love to take my time and going
Sfor a walk with my dog, listening music, going to the gym and cooking but most of all, I enjoy the
cosines of my house with family and friends. I am also a voracious reader and I love traveling
even if the time left for those activity is never enough.
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ISNAC 2014, Outstanding Oral Presentation Award for Young Scientist in 2014
FIBER HEWLWHDIFRIFEER - 3888 (2015)
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Message from Janez to FIBER

Scientists of FIBER at Konan University in Kobe have been working
successfully on various aspects of nucleic acids for many years. Their
excellent results have been published in well-respected international scientific
journals that are read and considered by many labs around the world. My
own group has been stimulated and excited by their latest achievements for
many years. It is my strong belief that scientific work and results of FIBER
staff has helped to move the field forward. Mutual respect and recognition has
culminated in recent years in initiative to join forces of the groups headed by
Professor Sugimoto and myself. We express our gratitude to our governments
and respective institutions JSPS and MESS for supporting our collaborative
efforts. Recently, both of us have been very proud of exciting results that Prof.
Hisae Tateishi-Karimata and Maja Marusic, our younger collaborators have
been able to obtain together. These results have been recently published in
a journal with international peer review system. Together we were able to
provide important new insights into origins of thermal stabilities of GC and AT-
rich DNA helices in hydrated ionic liquid. Understanding forces that control
structural stabilities is of potential great importance for applications of nucleic
acids as data storage devices, molecular switches or other applications in
bio-nano-technology.

Science at FIBER and Konan University has been at the highest standards
worldwide for many years. It is really exciting to note on how a combination
of long-term experience of Professor Sugimoto and his ambitious younger
Professors Tateishi-Karimata, Endoh, Takahashi and Fujii has been a winning
formula.

In addition to vivid scientific discussions, it has been a great pleasure to enjoy
generous hospitality of FIBER staff during my visits to Kobe.

Janez
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