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Message from Eriks to FIBER

Collaboration with FIBER has become an integral part of our research program at
Binghamton University. It started several years ago when | met Professor Sugimoto
at a Gordon Research Conference. We discussed our research interests and found
a lot of common. After Professor Sugimoto invited me to visit FIBER in 2013, our
collaboration has picked up speed and is giving very nice results. In the past year
we have already published three collaborative papers, all in top notch journals,
and more results are coming up. | think our collaboration works very well because
we have overlapping research interests and complementary but unique research
expertise. My group is specializing in synthetic organic chemistry of nucleic acids,
while Professor Sugimoto’s group has expertise in studying biological activity of
nucleic acids. In a sense, we invent new ways how to make complex molecules and
Professor Sugimoto’s group has a lot of ideas what to do with these molecules. In
particular, our interests have focused on how triplex forming peptide nucleic acids
can modulate the structure and function of biologically relevant RNA molecules.
There are many benefits of international collaboration. | believe that collaborations
bring more new ideas, new approaches and new directions to the research project

compared to what would be happening in a single laboratory working alone.
Collaborations break our boundaries and stimulate exploration of new ways of
thinking about the problems and new approaches to solve the problems. | believe
this is working very well for us and | am looking forward to continue the highly
productive and rewording collaboration with FIBER.
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